
Growth & Opportunity in Hawley Schools

Referendum 2022
Vote November 8

To Prepare Students for the Challenges and Opportunities of Tomorrow



1,053 
students enrolled in K-12 this year 
– the highest enrollment on record.

101 
kindergarten students are currently 
enrolled for the fall of 2022 
a new record!

45-99 
new elementary students projected 
in the next 5 years – high school  
enrollment is expected to increase 
by 37-48 students.

98% 
of students at Hawley Elementary 
strongly agree or agree that 
teachers at their school care about 
them; the findings are similar  
in the high school.

Near 100% 
graduation rate.

Strong schools offer big benefits to students and our community
The Hawley area is a great place to live and raise a family. We have 
excellent schools, dedicated staff, highly engaged parents and 
a generous community. Because of that, Hawley Public Schools 
enrollment is up and continues to grow!
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Dear Hawley Community Members:

Currently enrollment at Hawley Schools is up. Way up. 14% in the last 10 
years – and growth will continue. Enrollment is expected to climb by 22% 
in the next 9 years, and this year’s enrollment has outpaced projections. 

What Does Answering Two Questions do for the Schools?
We need you to vote on Election Day, November 8, or by absentee ballot 
up until November 7. Referendum funds invest in our students’ future:

Question 1 is for a new middle school building to house 
grades 5-8. The existing high school will be converted 
to serve grades 9-12. The existing elementary will be 
converted to serve grades PreK-4.

Question 2 is for physical education and athletic 
improvements to the existing gyms and Dale  
Skallerud Athletic Complex.

If the referendum is not approved, student enrollment will exceed building 
capacity in the next year or two, and the district will need to make further 
accommodations to fit students in. As inflation and interest rates climb, a 
future investment would be more expensive.

What will it cost?
If both questions are approved, property taxes for the owner of a 
$180,000 home would increase by $42 per month, A FRIDAY NIGHT 
PIZZA DINNER for the average family. Visit our website to use the tax 
calculator to find out exactly what your cost will be.

Growth and Opportunity: GO Hawley!
Thank you for taking the time to read this brochure and educating 
yourself about the current situation and future needs. 

Hawley Public Schools  
Board of Education
Cody Marshall, Chairman
Steve Olson, Treasurer
Mark Sellin, Clerk
Kara Brager
Jeff Lee
Bobbi Siegel
TJ Tibbetts
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As our enrollment climbs, our buildings are running low on space. 
 
Our district is anticipating significant growth in the student 
population that cannot be accommodated in existing buildings.

A demographic study anticipates enrollment will be greater than 
building capacity in two short years. In fact, the demographic study 
forecast enrollment in the 2022-23 school year at 1,038 students, 
and instead we are at 1,053, the highest enrollment on record!

In the last 10 years, 
Hawley enrollment has 
increased by 14%. 
Enrollment is expected  
to climb by 22% in  
the next 9 years. 

Maintaining Our Schools. 
Maintaining Our Community Investment.

THE NEED
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Our high school is nearing capacity and will not be able to 
accommodate higher enrollment unless class sizes are increased. The 
building also needs an updated and user-friendly secure entry system.

We have capacity challenges at the Preschool building and at Hawley 
Elementary School. Our elementary school is already at capacity, with 
spaces designated as classrooms that were not designed for that use.

The district’s enrollment study showed that in five years (2026-27) 
K-6 enrollment is projected to be 45 to 99 students larger than in 
2021-22 and Middle School/High School enrollment will increase 
between 37 and 48 students from 2021-22. 

Our Existing Facilities Need Some Improvement

“We’re going to make sure that all community has input, whether 
you have kids in the district or not. We will be fiscally responsible to 
our taxpayers as well.” 

Kelly Anderson
Principal,  Hawley High School
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Question #2
Is for improvements to the existing 
gyms and Dale Skallerud Athletic 
Complex. These improvements 
will serve students in physical 
education classes and athletics.  
The High School gym is planned to 
be upgraded including: flooring, 
lighting, volleyball and basketball 
standards, bleacher flooring, 
training room, and storage.  The 
existing stadium is planned to 
be upgraded with a turf field, 
additional indoor storage, field 
event upgrades, and ticket area 
improvements.

A Middle School is the Best Solution
In a public opinion survey, Hawley residents supported a new middle school 
as the best approach to solving our capacity challenges. It’s the most fiscally 
responsible approach, costing less than building a new high school, and 
doesn’t put middle school students in a high school building. 

Hawley Public Schools is asking voters to consider a two-question bond 
referendum on the November 8 ballot to address growing enrollment and 
some facility needs.

What is the Plan?  
It’s Right-Sized.

PROPOSED SOLUTION

Question #1
Is for a new middle school building 
that would house grades 5-8 on 
property to the north of the existing 
elementary school. The existing 
high school will be converted to 
serve grades 9-12, the existing 
elementary will be converted 
to serve grades PreK-4. Some 
remodeling would occur in the high 
school and elementary school to 
address facility needs.

 Question 1 must pass before 
Question 2 can pass.
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Question #1 if approved, the district would move forward with the 
following projects:

• Build a new 5th-8th grade middle school building, designed to 
meet Minnesota Department of Education guidelines for  
square footage allocations.

• Purchase an additional 10-20 acres to the north of our campus 
to support the new school and provide adequate green space.

• Convert our high school to serve grades 9-12, with an addition 
constructed to provide a secured entry and office space at the 
exterior of the school.

• Build a new fitness space and remodel the existing weight 
room to create a new main entrance into the high school gym.

• Minor remodels to update current office spaces that will be 
relocated to educational space, while enlarging the district 
office to better support staff.

• Convert our elementary school to a PreK-4 school, with a 
small addition to create larger, appropriately sized preschool 
rooms and a music classroom. 

• Remodel kindergarten classrooms into larger,  
appropriately sized spaces.

• Add new restrooms and a concession stand to the north of the 
elementary school campus to support the football field and track.

• Convert the current band space to cafeteria space at the 
elementary school to support additional capacity.

• Address long-term maintenance needs at our elementary  
and high school buildings. 

What is a building bond? 
Bonds provide funds to maintain our buildings and to make 
improvements to the learning environment. Bonds cannot be used 
for school district operations. 

How will the Money be Spent? 
Prudently.
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Convert K-6 Elementary to PK-4 Elementary

PLAN DETAILS

Light Renovation
Painting and flooring

North

Heavy Renovation
Remodel existing spaces into larger kindergarten classrooms
Building addition
Preschool rooms and a music classroom 
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New Proposed 5-8 Middle School  
To be located on property just north of the existing elementary school

PLAN DETAILS CONTINUED

Academic Spaces

North

Administration/Support

Co-Curricular
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Convert Grades 7-12 High School to 9-12 High School

PLAN DETAILS CONTINUED

North

Light Renovation
Paint and flooring
Heavy Renovation
Remodel the existing weight  
room into a gym entrance

Building addition
New secured entry and office 
space, new fitness space
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THE COST

What will it Cost Me?

Monthly Tax Impact on Three Home Values

Visit the online tax calculator to determine your tax impact. 
Contact Michael Hoheisel at Robert W. Baird & Co. to calculate tax 
impact on businesses or farm land at mhoheisel@rwbaird.com.

Use our Tax Calculator on our website to calculate the cost to you.

The Tax Impact for the two questions 
is less than a Friday night pizza dinner 
for the average family. 

Tax Credit for Agricultural Landowners
The School Building Bond Agricultural tax credit (AG2School) is a 
70% tax break on the cost of existing, proposed, and future school 
construction bond issues automatically applied to your property tax bill.

If approved, Question #1 would have 
an estimated tax impact of $473.14 per 
year on a home worth $180,000 in our 
community. Question #2 would have  
an estimated impact of $35.29 per  
year on a $180,000 home. 

If both bond referendum 
questions are approved, the 
estimated tax impact would be 
$508.43 annually on a $180,000 
home, or $42.37 per month.

70 %

$150,000

$180,000

$200,000

$31.32

$39.43

$44.83

$2.34

$2.94

$3.34

$33.66

$42.37

$48.18

Estimated Market Value Question #1 Question #2 Total Q1 & Q2
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COMMUNITY BENEFIT

An investment in our schools is an investment in our community. Residents 
of Hawley have a history of being strong supporters of their school district. 
We thank you for your dedication to our students.  We ask that you consider 
this cost for what it is: an investment in our schools and children’s future.

Q: Does the quality of schools really affect property values?
Yes. According to a National Alliance of Business report, “The second most 
often cited reason for a business selecting a particular location is the quality 
of the schools.” Good schools are also shown to attract and retain families. 
A community that attracts families and  businesses tends to have a stronger 
tax base, higher home values, and a tax burden that is spread more widely. 

How does the community benefit from strong schools?
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FAQs

Q: What happens if question 1 is approved?
A: If Question 1 is approved, the district would be able to address growing 
enrollment, avoiding drastic measures to fit students into buildings, by 
building a new middle school, and complete remodeling at the high school 
and elementary school to address facility needs.

Q: What happens if question 2 is approved?
A: If Question 2 is approved, students will have access to improved physical 
education space and athletic areas. 

Q. Why not build a high school instead of a middle school?  
A: A new middle school is the most fiscally responsible approach. It costs 
less than building a new high school, and doesn’t put middle school students 
in a high school building. Building a new high school would require building 
performance spaces for fine arts and athletics along with large shop areas 
and other high school classroom spaces that aren’t necessary in a middle 
school. Duplicating these spaces would add $8.8 million to the cost of a new 
building. Meanwhile students in middle school would be going to school in a 
building built for older students, instead of in a middle school “pod” setting. 
In a public opinion survey, Hawley residents supported a new middle school 
as the best approach to solving our capacity challenges. 

Q: What would happen if only one of the two questions is approved by voters?
A: If Question #1 is approved, but Question #2 is not, the Hawley Public 
Schools would still move ahead with the projects covered in the first 
referendum question. However, the district will not be able to proceed at all 
if only Question #2 is approved by voters.  Question 1 must pass  
before Question 2 can pass.

Q: What happens if the referendum is not approved?
A: If left unaddressed, the space and facility challenges the Hawley Public 
Schools are facing could negatively impact the outstanding schools our 
community members have come to expect. 
These needs will only get worse if we wait 
to address them, and our students would 
continue to see increasing class sizes.
 
If neither question is approved on 
November 8, district leaders and the 
School Board would immediately go 
back to the drawing board to find an 
alternative solution to our space  
and facility needs.
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VOTING INFO AND SAMPLE BALLOT

When do I vote? 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022. 
Polls are open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

Where do I vote?
To find your polling place, please visit the following link:  
https://claycountymn.gov/352/Polling-Places 

How do I vote early?
You can vote by mail with an absentee ballot from Friday, 
September 23 through Monday, November 7. Early, in-person 
voting starts November 1 in the Clay County Auditor’s Office: 
3510 12th Ave S, Moorhead, MN 56560. 

There is so much Growth & Opportunity for Hawley Public schools! 
Don’t forget to vote. 

Get More Referendum Information

Visit: www.gohawley.org 
Email: Superintendent Phil Jensen at pjensen@hawley.k12.mn.us 
or call 218-483-4647.
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Estimated tax 
impact of $473.14 
per year on a home 
worth $180,000 in 
our community.

Question 1 must pass 
before Question 2  
can pass.

The Tax Impact for the two questions is less than ONE TANK OF GAS  
each month or A FRIDAY NIGHT PIZZA DINNER for the average family.

Building bonds are for the construction, or remodeling of schools - or for  
larger construction projects or systems upgrades. Bonds provide financing  

for a longer period of time, similar to home mortgages.
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